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SUBJ: AMERICAN ART REPRODUCTIONS 

REF: USIA 5166 

1 . CONSIDERING COST ESTIMATES (REFTEL) FOR EMBASSY (THROUGH 
USIA) TO RENT COLOR TRANSPARENCIES OF AMERICAN PAINTINGS FOR 
PROF. STOIKOV'S BOOK ON AMERICAN ART. AMBASSADOR BELIEVES WE 
SHOULD MAKE A MORE CONCERTED EFFORT TO OBTAIN TRANSPARENCIES 
DIRECTLY FROM MUSEUMS TO STOIKOV. HE THEREFORE IS SENDING 
TELEGRAMS TO THE EIGHT NON-GOVERNMENTAL MUSEUMS SIMILAR TO 
FOLLOWING, WHICH WE ASK CU/EE TO RELAY TO SMITHSONIAN'S 
NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART: 

2. BEGIN MESSAGE: PROF. ATANAS STOIKOV, DIRECTOR OF THE 
BULGARIAN CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF ART IN SOFIA, HAS APPROACHED 
YOUR MUSEUM, I UNDERSTAND, FOR ASSISTANCE IN PUBLISHING A 
BOOK ON AMERICAN ART. THIS BOOK WOULD BE UNIQUE IN BULGARIA 
AND WOULD MAKE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO 

AMERICAN -B ULGARIAN UNDERTANDING. THERE IS A DEARTH 
OF KNOWLEDGE ABOUT AMERICAN CULTURE IN BULGARIA, AND HIS 
BOOK WOULD CONTRIBUTE IN AN IMPORTANT DEGREE TO A BETTER 
APPRECIATION OF AMERICAN ART AMONG BULGARIANS. 

PROF. STOIKOV HAS, I AM TOLD, ASKED THE NATIONAL 
GALLERY OF ART FOR THE LOAN. FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS, 

OF COLOR TRANSPARENCIES OF THE PAINTINGS " DR. DAVID 
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STUART WHICH ARE IN YOUR COLLECTION. UNDERSTANDABLY. 

SINCE YOU HAD NO KNOWLEDGE ABOUT PROF. STOIKOV AND HIS 
PROJECT. AND ESPECIALLY ABOUT THE WAY IT WOULD BENEFIT 
THE AMERICAN IMAGE IN BULGARIA, YOU REPLIED THAT A 
RETAL FEE WAS REQUIRED. 

WHILE MODEST ENGOUGH BY AMERICAN STANDARDS, THE FEES 
CHARGED BY AMERICAN MUSEUMS WOULD CALL INTO QUESTION THE VIABILITY 
OF PROF. STOIKOV'S PROJECT. CONVERTTIBLE CURRENCY IS DIFFICULT 
TO COME BY FOR BULGARIANS, AND THE BOOK WOULD BE SOLD 
FOR WHAT BY AMERICAN STANDARDS IS A PITTANCE. THE 
BUDGET FOR THIS PROJECT IS SMALL, SO THERE IS NO QUESTION 
OF PROFITS INVOLVED, AND THE BOOK WILL BE SOLD ONLY IN 
BULGARIA. 

I SINCERELY HOPE YOU WOULD FIND IT POSSIBLE TO 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE OBJECTIVES OF OUR CULTURAL PROGRAM IN 
BULGARIA BY WAIVING THE RENTAL FEE FOR THIS EXCELLENT 
PROJECT. 

MJRTIN F. HERZ 
AMERICAN AMBASSADOR 
END MESSAGE. 

3. AFTER TWO DAYS, TO GIVE TIME FOR THESE MESSAGES 
TO BE RECEIVED AND ABSORBED, COULD CU/EE OFFICER 
TELEPHONE THE NINE MUSEUMS INVOLVED TO (A) EXPRESS 
DEPARTMENT S AGREEMENT WITH MY MESSAGNN (B) OFFER 
TO SEND TRANSPARENCIES BACK-AND-FORTH VIS DIPLOMATIC 
MAIL, AND (C) OBTAIN MUSEUMS' RESPONSES FOR RELAY TO 
US? (WE PRESUME CU/EE STILL HAS STOIKOV'S LIST OF 
DESIRED PAINTINGS; DESIRED TRANSPARENCIES ARE 
DESIGNATED "IN COLOUR.”) WE BELIEVE MUSEUMS WILL BE 
MORE RECEPTIVE TO FOLLOW-UP APPROACH BY DEPARTMENT, 

RATHER THAN USIA. 

HERZ 
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